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(correc.. 3tt - be... .r Caivaiion v;vs wiped out in such an attack* 1 vent over 
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before, r 111 r and air* . v c 

uic^proy-.ie^ci c.rne .1 is bain,;: : c- Ured for a period cf over threo ixours from leas the 
VC'Cy '“'f vyy °vy rcnn.ce is to fire arti!2.cry - not to send troops. 1 estimate 
-yy--'. xvnr.xc of erta :._cry nxc- l ort.xre cash day in this province — and 

ot tue io ob: . . i or adjusted. u < . 
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anu that ho doesn't believ© it bin soli* I sear a III Corps Sugary the o 
showing porscnu. I and voopens losses for a one yocr period endin'; ZO /prill 1CG5 
end c ordering with VC loscos© Don 5 t re-cedi tin* omo t figures n out the folloving 
is e do so apprcnii-aticai; 

III Corps /.re a (II Provinces around god''on) CV1T Ioscos VO Losess 
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..Papons 


The en sunn cry showed hu-c in Long An there had ha ©a weapons lost in the 

poet yuv-.g and only oopt.rou frm.; tho VC* In . :ra ghia ?,*o'vo lest end cep- 
turod over tho pJst year© 

It is uy honest opinion that cna platoon, properly trained and led, could equal 
the offensive effectiveness of the TOCO CVS troops in this province, She Host 
disturbing thing about dlotnaa now, though, is that so nany of the CVS officers 
do rad is© how badly they are losing » but do not believe they can do anything 
about it, 1 have had at least si;: of then toll ns that there is no fighting spirit 
v ;cng either t-.o nan or the officers, cad that it isn't possible to got then out 
or: night parrels or ether snail unit notions ® because they vh.il refuse to ge © 

I 2 yen can see, ny civilian friends arc correct in saying that 1 can ’’too” con¬ 
cerned about tin nilitasy si ation* Perhaps I can « but it is because I know that 
ell the schools, rolls, tin roofing, end bulgur wheat in tha world isn’t going to 
51 win the rinds end hearts u of anyone as long as they don't have security© 

Ihs v .-ferial odd cf bb-Ch dees much good - but sor.o ham© 2wo examples; The 70 
cut the sis streud fence cf a kardLot in a number of places - straight cuts from 
the top to tins bottom strand. The "how Life .mulct Cadre Toau' 1 working in the 
harlot ashed mo for enough barbed wire to do an entire harlot iron scratch, I in¬ 
vestigated, issued enough wire to repair a single strand » with instructions that 

a or cat . e .• ... 

The Cadre toon leader refused «* saying there was plenty of wire avail able end that 
is was lose trouble to pat up row wire* The fence hasn’t been repaired yet, Second 
example; A school was dsxaged in a VC attack, A mortar round blew about si:: sheets 
of roofing oaf, and damaged several others, Also, from this and previous attacks, 
quite a fan- of the sheets of tin roofing had holes from snail arsas fire, After much 
pressure, the Public forks people agreed to repair the school if I would furnish id;© 
'tin roofing, 1 agreed, estimating that 14 shoots were required© Several days later 
Public forks rocnested ISC sheets of tin for the roof ~ calmly stating they had 
ripped the entire roof off so as to properly repair it. Contrast this attitude, if 
you will, with the economy practiced as a way cf life for tha Viet Cong© 

L won't go into t3 o c 1 . Lng in this province ■ t for tl , 

. I have sec ... ... r with the In ;s at a province «• and 

f eon*t toll yon how depressing it is Lis . 2 .any pals . . : reesed _ 

fore anything can. actually got to tie people© 

If it ware not for *t.\o fas' that Vietnan is but & pav.n in tho larger Ihst-iest con¬ 
frontation, aid that our presence hero is essential to deny the resources of this 
t. - to communist China, then it would to dunned hard to Justify our support of the 
existing government, There is a revolution going or: in tins country ** and idle 
principles, go sis a.' .res of ths ct or side are much closer to vrhafc Americans 
believe in t .-,.,e of C7*U I realise that ultimately, when tns Chinese brand cf 



























connunisn tains_over, that uhoso "roveluticnarios" arc Going to bo sadly disappoint- 
ca-- but then it v:—l bo too late — for then* and tco late for us to win then, 

I an convinced tlx-o, oven though the Laticnel liberation Front is oormunist dominated, 
tiiat tho groat majority of tho pooplo supporting it are doing so because it is tholr 
cr^./ .ucpo to chsago end r..prove their living conditions end opportunities® If I 
T/ero a led cf -.0 faced with tho oa::.e choic-o - whether to *nc"rt GVN or the gip « 
end a nonber of a rural cocauniiy, I would surely choc so uno’ FLF. 


• e-.aously I don't go around preaching the above, beoauso for totter or for worse, we 
xi£VS . oiroody oeon wadded to GVh, and wo no longer have tho option of rccopnicin- tho 
revoiuUonory novomut tin . is uudorway and trying to guide it so that its objootivea 
° ou ~ d -• ■•iiAtabio Witli ours* Iho only option now open to u 3 , indeed our lost chence 

f; ~ " 3 - . J-gfei ge of .uv iT - call it JdLlita*y colonialism or 

another derogatory phrase « but I see no other way# I will adoit that this would T 'e 
a very tenuous action « and one with greater chances for failure than for success <T 
but sons chance „or success# 


I spent * our days un taugon recently • the only tino there since ay arrival ( was in 

to attend a Joint us i-r/.CV course j and it was Ilia the rori. . .. old ..... • 

young Lajcrs tk r:o cf ;; les they were asking to get ASVh to use artillery 
ooservex-s, tcgot a-.ua-h.on_ support for the Popular Forces (SDO), to reduce desort- 
icue, cc eAuuuneve c-.all posts, to irprovo training, to insure roles ..ion paynents, 
c T“r erne ore and talented, is reinventing wheels that have been invented 
oy oc.o-. oi -cnoxy cloven or so predecessors - and tho Vietnam so - cany of whoa have 
noc.ru o su "f i “ -htiostions iron tho predecessors - are still nodding gravely in a- 


ignoring the suggestions, he are now dealing 


greeco . „ end blithely forgetting a 

t.uth wi Irsy and a govern::, ont that is so much a prisoner of its own experience that 
it carnet c~nr .. change can ccne_ only as a result of e; anal denacd* how that there 
// 7 s 3 *'•; - nuncor or i laabat troops cemitted hero - we have tho chance to 

/anaass on ’vcanu" cownu - wxtn tho Viotnnuos© then being given ell the "face" pc- 
siwucn^,, ... n> pe.-sunnol ooung pnacod in deputy type positions froa which they coul 

• - c< - g--• < ivilioa side would also be re- 

quaran if tins govor—cent is going to one one responsive to tho needs of its rural 
population# 


■ U “ du *a a '*i so wound up an this letter - but there are hundreds of additional 
reasons I couia advance to support the above "radios! n suggestion® 


?ornap3 our boning can to enough (v.i thout being too rruch) to effect & political **.ti 
tiO^en-c no re, ft is going to. trie a real Soloaoa to gauge how for is tco each* 

'■* a i' wS oa f*. ^Increasingly, I think bade hr ‘ s decided to accept tho loss of his 
roeas and oracle - end te sweat out the loss of his ports and power - in tho hope 

V ’t bc ; V ,° U ^ Ai * r '° v 7 2n * t 30 sura winning the ground war down here 

/perhaps no couua so pressured to negotiate ® but I»a afraid he is correct ~ : n bant¬ 
ing cn norc of ike sane hero® — 


ilepo yea get reassigned hero whon your carmend tour with the 8fnd is eve-'*# 
luck to yen on the continued Dcrlnicaa action. 


best cf 


iUdress is: urV 


C3C1, f.noriccn Lubassy 
1 ?C, san Francisco, SG2-1-3 


'eiy. 


John Paul Vann 
























